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The Namibia Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry would like to congratulate the 
Management team of the Ongwediva 

Trade Fair, and specifically the Management of the 
Ongwediva Town Council for reaching the 10th 
Anniversary milestone in hosting one of the most 
notable Trade Fair in Namibia. The OTF presents an 
opportunity for Businesses and Industry to showcase 
their products and services to existing and potential 
customers and clients.  This multi-sectoral exhibition 
has over the years created a platform on which 
businesses could flourish.
As a Business Voice of Namibia – the Namibia 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry has noted a 
considerable growth in Ongwediva’s NCCI branch 
membership uptake and overall annual turnover. This 
growth is attributed to the excellent leadership and 
initiatives undertaken by the people of Ongwediva. 
The event and various activities around it such as 
workshops, business seminars, product promotions, 
entertainment, agricultural shows and auctions etc, 
stimulate the local economic growth of the town 
and surrounding environment, thus complements the 
overall objectives of the NCCI.
NCCI wishes to commend the Ongwediva Town 
Council, as the sole shareholder in Namfair (Pty) Ltd 
- the property holding company of the Ongwediva 
Trade Fair Centre for this brilliant initiative which 
has seen the development of a state of the art center 
and subsequently the host of major exhibitions and 
complementing activities. The NCCI shall continue 
to support the Centre and encourage its utilization 
and promote the OATF as a prominent event on the 
Namibian Business Calendar at all its activities in 
Namibia, the region and beyond.  This success story 
of the Ongwediva Town Council should serve as an 
example to many other cities and Town Councils 
to emulate. Happy 10th Anniversary! The Namibia 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry is rallying 
behind you.
 
In the meantime, the NCCI wish to offer its services 
to the exhibitors and visitors alike. It is in the best 
interest of business that all businesses operating in the 
country are members of NCCI, thus you are welcome 
to complete a membership registration form available 
at our offices within the Ongwediva Trade Fair - at 
the main entrance leading to the Queen hall. This is 
a permanent office of the NCCI and can be accessed 
even after the Trade Fair is over. Remember, united 
we stand, divided we fall. This is so true in business; 
therefore we call upon you to take a step which will 
advance your business further. Join the NCCI today.

Congrats to OATF
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The Self-Regulating Alcohol Industry Forum (SAIF) 
is a non-profit organization established by players 
of the Namibian alcohol industry consisting of 
African Marketing, Camelthorn Brewing Company, 
Castle Brewing Namibia, Commercial Investment 
Cooperation, DISTELL Namibia, House of Wine, 
Kristall Kellerei, Namibia Breweries Limited, SMC – 
Brands, and United Liquor Agencies. The main focus 
of SAIF is the prevention of alcohol abuse and the 
resultant negative consequences thereof. In addition 
to working together to self-regulate their activities, 
SAIF members also actively promote responsible use 
of alcoholic beverages.

According to SAIF Coordinator Horst Heimstӓdt; the 
alcohol industry, including the commercial alcohol 
sector which produces high quality beverages, pays 
taxes, and makes a significant contribution to the 
economy, often suffers from a negative reputation, 
due to the actions of the minority of the population 
who abuse alcohol. Alcohol abuse is also a convenient 
scapegoat for the consequences of socio-economic 
problems in a society where unemployment is 
skyrocketing, and crime and violence are fueled. 

Heimstӓdt questions why is it then that the alcohol 
industry, even in the presence of effective self-
regulation, is often blamed for all ills in society, when 
car crashes cost the country billions of dollars each 
year, and claim valuable lives – yet we realised that it is 
probably not the fault of the vehicle, but the driver? The 
World Health Organisation (WHO) has called on all its 
member countries to formulate evidence based alcohol 
strategies, in consultation with economic operators as 
key stakeholder in alcohol policy.  Indications are that 
Namibia is no exception and has started drafting a 
National Alcohol Policy.  However, such draft policy 
is void of the input of the alcohol industry, and raises 
the question as to how effective such policy would be 
if all role players are not considered?  It also seems 
that donor agencies in Namibia are applying double 
standards, resisting alcohol industry involvement in 
Namibian Policy matters, while in their own countries 
the alcohol industry is acknowledged as an equal 
stakeholder.  
Liquor trade in Namibia is governed by the Liquor 
Act, Act 6 of 1998.  This stipulates requirements 
around the sale of liquor, operating hours, and other 
conditions of trade.  Despite the existence of this 
legislation, enforcement is lacking, with hundreds of 
unlicensed outlets operating throughout the country, 
and significant anecdotal evidence of alcohol sale to 
minors.  In a mini survey conducted by SAIF in 2010, 
in the central parts of Katutura, only 3 of a total of 
85 shebeens that were visited, had the required liquor 
license. 

The SAIF Code of Conduct prohibits SAIF members 
from y selling to unlicensed outlets.

While all SAIF members require proof of a valid liquor 
license from their clients, controls through the rest of the 
supply chain are lacking. SAIF supports effective law 
enforcement and encourages responsible trade amongst 
all members of the alcohol trade. 

Due to the lengthy fermentation process of ethyl-
alcohol, it should not and cannot be cheap. In most cases 
if alcohol is cheap it has been produced by a concoction 
of neutral (industrial) alcohol with colourants and 
flavourings. Neutral alcohol is mainly produced as a 
byproduct for cleaning chemicals, thus it is not fit for 
human consumption. These products are generally 
cheap, they lack the necessary quality control and on 
top of it are often tax and duty evasive. Such products 
of dubious origin are known in the industry as ILLICIT 
ALCOHOL. 

Unfortunately Namibia is not spared from these potentially 
harmful products. Traders who buy these products are 
in contravention of the Namibian Liquor Act that would 
lead to prosecution, if the law was enforced effectively. 
SAIF in co-operation with the Ministry of Finance have 
reaped great successes in this area. However, as with any 
undercover operation, if the authorities restrict the one 
avenue the trespassers develop new ones and therefore 
traders should assist in bringing the culprits to justice 
rather than supporting them. 

For instance, no trader in Namibia should pay less 
than N$30.00 for a bottle of alcohol with an ABV of 
43%. Other products which have a major impact are 
European imports that do not comply to the Namibian 
(Southern African) Standards. These products are easily 
identifiable by the labeling which lack an A or B number 
and written descriptions other than English. Southern 
African measurements are displayed in ml or l with an 
alcohol content of 43%, whilst the European products are 
displayed in dl and the alcohol content is 38 – 40%. These 
products are normally sold for less than the legal product 
price in Namibia. Again, as with products of dubious and 
harmful ingredients, traders make themselves liable for 
prosecution by supporting suppliers of these products.

SAIF engages in activities with various organisations that 
promote the responsible use of alcohol and will continue 
to do so, providing the activity is within the scope of 
SAIF. Statistically it has been proven all over the world 
that restrictive measures in the alcohol industry simply 
increase illegal operations and therefore lead to bigger 
problems.  By bringing evidence-based best practice to 
the table, and working with all stakeholders to address 
the harmful use of alcohol, SAIF believes that targeted 
interventions focusing on at-risk groups such as the 
under-age and driving population, and effective law 
enforcement, can rid Namibia of its harmful drinking 
practices.

Self-Regulating Alcohol Industry Forum - SAIF 
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Mr. Claude Ruben Fassinou, 
Ambassador-designate of 
the Republic of Benin to the 

Republic of Namibia expressed interest in 
facilitating business interactions between 
Namibia and Benin. The Ambassador 
specifi cally would like to see the export of 
Namibian agricultural and fi shery products 
to Benin. Although Benin is a fi shing 
country, there was still a need to import 
more. The West African country would like 
to utilise Air Namibia’s direct link to Ghana 
to encourage Benin Namibia interactions. 
Ambassodor Fassinou was in the country for 
the credential ceremony and paid a courtesy 
call on the Chief executive Offi cer of NCCI 
in order to discuss the way forward for the 
improvement of commercial relationship 
between the two countries.

Business with Benin
The Ministry of Trade & Industry and the Namibia 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry will be leading 
a business mission to Spain and Italy next month. 
The investment, trade and tourism promotion 
seminars are scheduled for the 19 – 27 September 
2011 under the theme, “Namibia: A Gem Worth 
Investing In” and will focus mainly on the 
agriculture, fi sheries, tourism and logistics sectors.  

The business seminars are jointly organized in 
partnership with Embassy of Namibia in France, 
Barcelona and Valencia Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry and PromoMadrid and will be held in the 
following cities:
  Spain
  • Barcelona
  • Valencia
  • Madrid 
  Italy
  • Milano
  • Torino

Spanish and Italian mission

The Minister of Trade and Industry, Dr. Hage Geingob, his Angolan counterpart Maria Idalina Valente with the 
Namibian Ambassador to Angola – Mrs Grace Uushona and NCCI’s CEO – Mr. Tarah Shaanika during the recent 
trade mission in Angola.

The August/September NCCI Business Journal edition is out from the printers. This edition is packed with 
emerging issues and latest updates on matters of your great interest. They are among others:  
 • Black Economic Empowerment (BEE) or Economic Transformation in the tourism sector, 

 • Alternative energy sources for Namibia,
 • The Competition Commission - views on mergers and acquisitions,
 • The Walmart case, 
 • An analysis of TIPEEG’s benefi ts for the country and industries specifi cally, 
 • Namibia’s oil fi nds and how it is expected to benefi t locals, 
 • Implications of the proposed amendments in the tax legislation,
 • The review of the Tender Board Act of 1996,
 • China-Namibia relationship,
 • Latest developments in the EPA negotiations, 
 • A celebration of home-grown success - BH narrates his path to success. 
Get your copies today at No. 2 Jenner Street, Windhoek.  NBJ – the premier voice of  
business Namibia. Your voice! 

Your Magazine is out!
he August/September NCCI Business Journal edition is out from the printers. This edition is packed with 
emerging issues and latest updates on matters of your great interest. They are among others:  
 • Black Economic Empowerment (BEE) or Economic Transformation in the tourism sector, 

 • An analysis of TIPEEG’s benefi ts for the country and industries specifi cally, 

Get your copies today at No. 2 Jenner Street, Windhoek.  NBJ – the premier voice of  
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The NCCI Committees members were officially appointment by the NCCI President, Mrs Martha 
Namundjebo - Tilahun earlier this month. Members were briefing on their roles in the respective committees. 
The committees are as follows:

SKILLS DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: 
This Committee is responsible for taking a leading role in the advocacy programs of the Chamber through 
the development of a policy position of the Chamber on addressing skills development in the country. 
The Committee is particularly tasked to debate and come up with policy positions of the Chamber and 
recommendations to the Board.
 
TAXATION COMMITTEE:
The Taxation Committee will drive the advocacy role of the Chamber focusing on tax issues affecting 
members. The overall aim is to promote the reform and improved application of the taxation system in 
Namibia, recognizing that a predictable, equitable and effective tax system is a significant factor both in 
the general facilitation of business and in the positive development of the Namibian economy. A subsidiary 
goal is to facilitate tax education and information-sharing on tax issues. 

TRADE COMMITTEE:
This Committee is responsible for taking a leading role in the advocacy programs of the Chamber through 
the development of policy positions of the Chamber on issues affecting trade and investment. The 
Committee is particularly tasked to debate and come up with policy positions of the Chamber.

LEGISLATION COMMITTEE:
The Legislation Committee plays a leading role in the Chamber’s advocacy programs by reviewing, 
developing, and supporting legislative issues that promote a positive, pro-active business environment.  
The Committee pays particular focus on legal issues which affect the overall business and investment 
climate in the country. The Legislation Committee comprises of attorneys from both law firms and in-
house lawyers of NCCI member companies representing a broad spectrum of legal professionals operating 
in the country. 

ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT & TRANSFORMATION COMMITTEE: 
This Committee is responsible for taking a leading role in the advocacy programs of the Chamber through 
the development of policy positions of the Chamber on issues affecting Economic Empowerment in 
Namibia. The Standing Committee is particularly tasked to debate and come up with policy positions of 
the Chamber and recommendations to the Board.

TRANSPORT & LOGISTICS COMMITTEE:
This Committee is responsible for taking a leading role in the advocacy programs of the Chamber through 
the development of policy positions of the Chamber on issues affecting infrastructure development 
in Namibia. The Committee is particularly tasked to debate and come up with policy positions of the 
Chamber. 

Announcement of NCCI Task Committees


